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SUPPLEMENTARY�
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Meeting� London�Assembly��
(Mayor's�Question�Time)�

Date� Monday�22�February�2016�

Time� 9.00�am�

Place� Chamber,�City�Hall,�The�Queen's�
Walk,�London,�SE1�2AA�

�
Copies�of�the�reports�and�any�attachments�may�be�found�at��
https://www.london.gov.uk/mayor-assembly/london-assembly/whole-assembly�
�
Most�meetings�of�the�London�Assembly�and�its�Committees�are�webcast�live�at�
www.london.gov.uk/mayor-assembly/london-assembly/webcasts�where�you�can�also�view�past�
meetings.�
�

In�accordance�with�section�100(B)(4)�of�the�Local�Government�Act�1972,�the�Chair�has�agreed�to�
admit�the�following�item�to�the�agenda�as�an�item�of�urgent�business�in�order�to�deal�with�the�
matter�at�the�first�opportunity.�

�

Mark�Roberts,�Executive�Director�of�Secretariat�
22�February�2016�

�

�
8a� Urgent�Motion��

 

Proposed�by:�Len�Duvall�AM��
Seconded�by�(jointly):�Stephen�Knight�AM�&�Darren�Johnson�AM��
�
�
This�Assembly�notes�the�reforms�negotiated�by�the�Prime�Minister�as�part�of�his�drive�for�Britain�
to�remain�in�a�reformed�European�Union.�This�Assembly�welcomes�the�Prime�Minister’s�decision�
to�campaign�to�remain�in�the�EU.�We�believe�that�both�London�and�the�UK�are�better�off�in�the�
EU.��
�
The�Assembly�notes�the�following�benefits�to�London�of�EU�membership:�
�
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Economic�Prosperity:�In�2014�London�exported�£12.3�billion�of�goods�to�the�EU�(nearly�43%�
of�all�London’s�exports�of�goods)�in�the�same�year�we�imported�£27.6�billion�of�products�from�
the�EU�(40.4%�of�all�the�capitals�imported�goods).i�Meanwhile�analysis�conducted�by�the�Centre�
for�Economics�and�Business�Research�(CEBR)�for�London�First�says�that�EU�membership�could�
add�£13.9bn�to�London’s�Economy�by�2030�providing�a�“permanent�boost”�to�the�capital’s�
economy.ii�
London�and�the�EU�are�economically�intertwined.�Putting�up�a�barrier�between�us�and�the�world’s�
biggest�free�market�would�be�financially�devastating.��
�
Jobs�and�Employment:�542,000�jobs�in�London�were�associated�with�the�EU�in�2011.iii�Whilst�
these�jobs�would�not�be�guaranteed�to�go�post-Brexit,�they�would�be�far�less�secure�if�our�major�
trading�partner�was�less�favourably�accessible.�HSBC�alone�have�warned�that�around�1,000�jobs�
would�move�over�the�Channel�if�Britain�were�to�exit�the�EU.�iv�We�must�also�recognise�the�
improved�rights�and�protections�that�EU�membership�has�given�British�workers,�from�maternity�
and�paternity�leave�to�paid�holidays,�protections�for�agency�workers�and�laws�against�
discrimination.�
�
Environment:�Tackling�and�adapting�to�climate�change�is�one�of�the�most�serious�challenges�
facing�London�this�century.�It’s�only�through�working�with�our�European�partners�that�we�can�
ever�hope�to�bring�down�carbon�emissions�and�create�a�more�sustainable�way�of�living.�European�
directives�have�driven�progress�in�tackling�some�of�London’s�biggest�environmental�challenge�
from�toxic�air,�to�waste�and�recycling�and�combating�climate�change.�
�
Safety�and�Security:��The�Home�Secretary,�Theresa�May,�has�stated�that�the�European�Union�is�
vital�in�the�fight�against�international�terrorism�and�that�“jihadists�threatening�Britain�cannot�be�
defeated�by�acting�in�isolation”v��
�
Britain’s�membership�means�working�in�partnership�with�other�EU�nations,�gathering�and�sharing�
intelligence�that�assists�with�identifying�and�preventing�terrorist�threats.��Andrew�Park�(head�of�
MI5)�stated�that�MI5�and�its�international�partners�had�thwarted�6�terrorist�threats�in�the�UK�and�
several�plots�overseas.�Without�this�international�collaboration�and�partnership�Britain�leaves�
itself�vulnerable�at�a�time�of�significant�threats�to�its�safety.vi�
�
Our�membership�of�the�European�Arrest�Warrant�gives�Britain�an�extra�layer�of�security�for�our�
citizens.�The�loss�of�the�EAW�would�be�a�significant�blow�to�the�scope�and�capability�of�the�
Criminal�Justice�System.�
�
While�this�Assembly�believes�that�the�EU�needs�reform�and�improvement,�a�blanket�exit�isn’t�the�
answer�for�London�or�for�Britain.�In�terms�of�security,�environment,�finance�and�economy�we�are�
inextricably�intertwined�with�our�neighbours.��To�get�the�best�deal�for�London�we�need�to�be�at�
the�table.��
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